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EVENT SUMMARY  

1. The Regional Support Office (RSO) of the Bali Process on People Smuggling, Trafficking in 
Persons and Related Transnational Crime hosted an event designed to enhance counter-
trafficking in persons responses among Bali Process Member States through self-assessment 
and policy development exercises.  

2. The one-and-a-half-day meeting brought together representatives of eight Bali Process Member 
States. The event was facilitated by Mr Lars Johan Lönnback, Programme Coordinator for 
Migration Management, and Ms Anusha Munasinghe, RSO Expert Consultant on Trafficking in 
Persons, and was attended by representatives from Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Mongolia, 
Myanmar, Nepal, Thailand, Sri Lanka and Vietnam. The representative of the United States of 
America sent apologies for being unable to attend the workshop. 

3. The event focused on identifications of strengths and weaknesses in counter-trafficking policy 
at state level and development of strategies based on the findings to strengthen national 
counter-trafficking policies and responses. The objectives of the event were to: 

a. equip Bali Process Member States with an accessible toolkit, namely, the Regional 
Strategic Roadmap (RSR), for comprehensive counter-trafficking policies and responses; 

b. guide representatives from Bali Process Member States through all key tools and 
resources available on the RSR and its benefits; and 

c. create a peer-learning environment for Bali Process Member States to constructively 
and actively share information and learn from other Member States facing similar 
challenges. 

4. Throughout the event, participants recognized the workshop as an opportunity to review 
counter-trafficking responses through the 3Ps approach, which is aligned with the framework 
proposed in the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the 
Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children 
(prevention, protection and prosecution). In doing so, participants were first informed about 
current trends and trafficking in persons situation from international organizations. 
Subsequently, participants are asked to identify strengths and gaps in counter-trafficking 
responses. They are then guided to tools and resources on the RSR corresponding to the gaps 
identified while in a group of representatives from countries facing similar issues.   

 

 



 

 Page 2 of 4 
 

 

 

Proceedings 

Day 1 

5. The Training Workshop on Strengthening Counter-Trafficking Responses was opened by Mr 
Michael Odgers, RSO Co-Manager (Australia). Mr Odgers reaffirmed that the RSO encouraged 
partnership, conversations, consultation and sharing of information among Bali Process 
membership. Mr Odgers expressed that the success of the RSR was the fruit of collaboration 
between Bali Process Member States, international organizations, and the RSO.  

6. The training workshop began with a panel discussion, comprising of representatives from the 
RSO, Bali Process Working Group on Trafficking in Persons (TIP Working Group), International 
Organization for Migration (IOM), United Nations Action for Cooperation Against Trafficking in 
Persons (UN-ACT) and United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC). Panellists updated 
participants with current situations and emerging trends regarding trafficking in persons in the 
Asia-Pacific region mainly focussing on Bali Process Member States:  

a. Mr Odgers (RSO) mentioned that victim identification and the way to record trafficking 
in persons cases are significant issues across Bali Process Member States. Use of 
information technology also emerged in the region and there was a need for 
governments to share information quickly as possible and respond to this challenge. Mr 
Odgers offered support to all Bali Process Member States’ efforts to combat trafficking 
in persons by responding to Member States’ queries and demand.  

b. Mr Kieran Butler (TIP Working Group) stated that the RSR exceeded initial expectations 
of the working group, which tasked the RSO to develop a tool that will inform Member 
States of options and to strengthen approaches to human trafficking in persons.  Mr 
Butler introduced benefits of using the RSR as a resource centre for counter-trafficking 
responses where Bali Process Member States could learn from what other Members 
were implementing as well as a gap analysis tool.  

c. Mr Avrohom Simons (UNODC) pointed out that sexual exploitation remained the 
majority of detected cases at sixty-one per cent. Mr Simons added that this finding could 
have been due to the more covert nature of labour exploitation which made it more 
difficult to detect. Mr Simons further informed that having a new legislation may bring 
labour exploitation cases to light.  

d. Mr Jonathan Martens (IOM) stated that the Asia-Pacific region had the highest debt ratio 
in the world and exploitation happened in the course of regular migration. Debt 
increased migrants’ vulnerability to exploitation even when they migrated and worked 
lawfully. 

e. Mr Sebastian Boll (UN-ACT) mentioned another emerged trend in forced marriage 
caused by the imbalance between men and women in countries of destination. Mr Boll 
mentioned that UN-ACT had a report on forced marriage that offered tangible points of 
action. 
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7. Throughout the demonstration of the RSR and self-assessment, participants were guided to fill 
out a set of questions about their government’s responses to trafficking in persons. Participants 
focused on answering the part relevant to their area of expertise and provided details on each 
counter-trafficking response. The Day I concluded with identification of gaps and strengths and 
using the same set of counter-trafficking items, participants reflected on developing responses 
corresponding to each item.   

Day 2 

8. The identification of gaps and strengths in counter trafficking policy continued briefly in the 
morning of Day II. Participants were assigned into three groups according to the three pillars 
(3Ps approach) where they have expert and practical knowledge. Mr Lönnback, Ms Munasinghe 
and Mr Sukklin (RSO Research Officer) assisted participants in protection, prosecution and 
prevention group respectively to develop counter-trafficking strategies using the RSR as a 
resource. Areas of developed strategies are: 

a. Protection: research into vulnerability and demand side of trafficking in persons; 
coordination between government agencies; clear understanding of each agency’s areas 
of responsibilities; and addressing stigmatisation; methods of payment of compensation 
and issues in relation to reintegration; 

b. Prevention: documentation of migrants entering and departing the country, inter-
agency and international cooperation; access to identity information; counter-trafficking 
resources for frontline officials and a very special focus was on the new trends and 
issues in this pillar; 

c. Prosecution: mutual legal assistance (MLA); establishment of specialist taskforce- 
coordination between relevant entities with the aim of expeditious disposal of cases; 
using technology in legal procedures; addressing issues in relation to technological 
advancement; need of continuous capacity building of law enforcement officials.  

Mr Odgers summarised key strategies emerged across three pillars into two main areas: sharing 
new counter-trafficking information among Bali Process Member States and having roundtable 
discussions on evolving issues.  

9. Participants had an opportunity to individually try out the RSR online policy questionnaire and 
to feed back on the training workshop and the RSR. On the RSR, participants pointed out that 
the size of its banner could be reduced, introductory text could be added on the Planning page, 
adding a site map would help users find topics of their interest easily, and an update on national 
laws and action plans section. On the training workshop, participants expressed an interest to 
participate similar training activities with a larger group of relevant officials from the same 
government. Participants agreed that the RSR is a useful tool and resource centre on trafficking 
in persons.  

10. Ms Munasinghe thanked participants for their feedback and responded to all comments. The 
RSO is often limited in the ability to find government-published documents. Communications on 
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latest legislations and action plans from Member States were crucial to ensure that shared 
information on the RSR was up to date.  

11. Mr Lönnback concluded the training workshop, acknowledged the significance of the feedback 
obtained from participants and stated that the RSO would take account of all comments when 
taking steps forward.  

Outcomes 

12. Results from the evaluation shows that participants found the RSR and the training workshop 
useful and/or applicable to their work. The panel discussion, strategy development and peer 
learning of the workshop were voted the most as interesting and/or useful topics.  

13. Participants agreed that not only policymakers would benefit from the use of RSR, but also the 
wider group of audience such as students. The RSR needs to incorporate more resources from 
academics and governments as it would enhance sharing of experiences and common 
challenges between Bali Process Member States. This requires Member States to actively 
provide and update the RSO with latest information, especially on national legislations, 
regulations, action plans, guidelines, standard operating procedures and other relevant 
documents.  

14. The RSO has considered the feedback and input from the training workshop and has begun to 
work on the improvement of search engine within the RSR to better assist users in finding the 
counter-trafficking topics of their interest.  

15. The RSO continues to engage with Bali Process Member States and the Bali Process Working 
Group on Trafficking in Persons in fortifying usability and applicability the RSR as a tool and 
resource centre to strengthen counter-trafficking policies and responses.  


