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Alii. It’s a great honor to be here and to be able to tackle one of the most pressing issues of our
time with some of the top businesses around the world.
We must ACKNOWLEDGE a shared vision and destination. Our Palauan war canoes contains
up to 40 paddlers, 20 each side, and they all depend on that one voice to keep them paddling in
unison. This Forum is that one voice and we must continue to commit to its vision year after
year.
We must move forward towards a world where successful and efficient business also means
ethical, socially responsible, and humane business. I believe that this forum is and continues to
be the apparatus for this responsible direction.
We must never lose sight of our Goal to eradicate human slavery around the world. And to do
this, we must not only have one unified global voice but also to work in partnership so that each
business, each government entity, does its part so that we can move this canoe forward.
Both myself representing Palau’s business sector and our honorable Vice President Reynold
Oilouch, had the privilege of attending the Bali Process Government & Business Forum last year.
I’m proud to report to the Forum and my fellow business representatives that our participation
provided the spark to ACT and to get things burning in Palau..

Surangel Whipps, Jr. signing
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Australia 2017)
Signing of the Pledge
reaffirmed that we, as
Government and Business,
must work together.

Last year in Perth, myself and many others learned about an approach to tackle modern slavery
that is much faster and much more effective than other methods—that approach is to partner up,
both businesses and government, to come to the table, and to collaboratively take on the
monstrous task of combating modern slavery by working within our respective scopes and by
transcending traditional government-business borders.

By doing so, we’ve been able to implement practical and manageable on-the-ground solutions
that are life-changing to those whose lives are enmeshed in the supply chains.
An aggressive Government initiative—spearheaded by our Vice President Oilouch—to tackle
human trafficking was implemented. An entirely new office--Office of Human Trafficking--was
created, and has been working tirelessly to track human trafficking victims and perpetrators in
Palau. As a result, we can now see that the issue and its enforcement are taken seriously by our
Ministry of Justice.

Human Trafficking work featured in one of Palau’s premiere newspapers
(Palau, 2017-2018)

Locally in Palau, in an effort to ADVANCE in the business side of things, our organization,
Uldellomel el Ues, has met with the Palau Chamber of Commerce and presented the importance

of cleaning up supply chains. We had a rather positive response from the Chamber members and
have found that businesses are generally willing to clean up their supply chains given the
information and support. The Chamber has committed as an entity to take modern slavery
seriously and were keen in working with Uldellomel el Ues in this regard.
Right now, Udellomel el Ues aims to help Palau businesses, especially those in the tourism
sector, draft their Modern Slavery Statements and upload them to the Modern Slavery Registry.
We will continue to be a resource to Palau’s business community in supporting them with
literature and guidance approved and given to us by the Walk Free Foundation. In addition, we
opened our doors to local high school students who were researching human trafficking so that
we can begin to plant the seeds of our collective work in their young hearts and conscience.
I believe that this approach of having businesses and government work together in partnership,
instead of working in silos and in opposition, encourages government to act with urgency and
motivates businesses to be socially responsible as part of a larger community of conscientious
businesses worldwide. This is all made possible by the Bali Process and I hope it continues to
forge through, one supply chain at a time.
We must ACKNOWLEDGE, ACT, and ADVANCE. I know that if we are all listening, and are
all committed, paddling together, we can reach our destination.
Kom kmal mesulang.

Sincerely,

Surangel Whipps, Jr.
CEO & President,
Surangel & Sons Company
Republic of Palau

