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Background







Thailand’s treatment of illegal migrants
The influx is very real. Over 5,000 boat arrivals
were recorded last year.
Potential migrant stock of several hundreds of
thousands
Potential Regional Responses

Thailand’s Position on Illegal Migration








With our burden of 3 million illegal migrants, Thailand cannot be
either a country of transit or country of destination of irregular
movements
Our humanitarian tradition in hosting refugees and displaced
persons
Our aim to end the exploitation of their plight by people
smugglers and traffickers in the region
In implementing measures and our immigration laws, we have
adhered strictly to international legal norms, and humanitarian
and human rights principles, including in assisting those in
distress at sea.

Thailand’s Support for Regional Cooperation, and
Possible Contributions of the Bali Process









Thailand maintains that this is not the problem of one country. It is a
collective problem that the countries concerned in the region - countries of
origin, transit and destination - have to collectively address, and in a
comprehensive manner.
We have proposed to the other affected countries (Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Myanmar) to join hands with Thailand in constituting
a contact group to coordinate and cooperate on this matter.
We may need several overlapping approaches.
The Bali Process already groups together all the affected countries as well as
other important actors, including donor countries. So, we see that the Bali
Process could definitely have a role.
we are seeking cooperation. And we will be pragmatic in doing so.

Thailand’s Support for Regional Cooperation, and
Possible Contributions of the Bali Process








We would welcome dialogue on possible short and long term measures that
could contribute towards addressing the problem.
Both individually and in a coordinated manner, affected countries should seek
to address outgoing flows at the source. If appropriate, we would be ready to
facilitate a meeting of a small group of relevant stakeholders to discuss further
concrete ideas in advance of the Ministerial in Bali and beyond.
We have already been engaging with the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International Organization for Migration
(IOM). And we will continue to seek their possible cooperation.
We also continue to urge the relevant international organizations, in
cooperation with donors, to mobilize international resources to promote
economic and social conditions in the areas of origin.

What else is Thailand doing







We are renewing our adherence to key international treaties and commitments
that we have already signed up to. We will also review possible adherence to
other international instruments in this field.
We will study more effective border management measures.
Agencies concerned will be operating within the scope of a clear set of basic
principles in addressing illegal migration by sea that incorporates human
rights and humanitarian principles.
We are also moving to address the smuggling and trafficking operators.

Concluding Remarks




We hope that this presentation, and any comments
thereon, may pave the way for concrete proposals to
address the issue, including through in-depth
discussions at the Ministerial Meeting in Bali or
appropriate ad hoc initiatives. While any solution needs
to involve the affected countries, it is by taking action
and sharing the burden that those who have voiced
concern can help relieve the plight of the Rohingyas.
Thailand will play a responsible and constructive role.
We look forward to working with all participants in the
Bali Process, and to receiving your valuable inputs and
contributions, thank you.

