Witness Protection Act, B.E.2546 (2003)
(Sections relevant to human trafficking--Chapter 2: Section 8-12, Chapter 6: Section 21-22)
Bhumibhol Adulyadej, Rex. 
Given on the 13th day of June B.E. 2546 (2003) 
Being the 58th year of the Present Reign
His Majesty King Bhumibhol Adulyadej is graciously pleased to proclaim that:
 Whereas it is deemed appropriate to have the law governing witness protection, 

 Be it, therefore, enacted by His Majesty the King, by and with the advice and consent of the parliament, as follows: 

Section 1 

 This Act shall be called the "Witness Protection Act, B.E. 2546 (2003)".

Section 2 

 This Act shall come into force after one hundred and eighty days from the date of its promulgation in the Government Gazette. 

Section 3 
In this Act: 
 "Witness" means a person who commits himself/herself and present at, or testify, or give evidence to competent official for investigation, criminal interrogation, court for criminal proceedings, includes expert and not for defendant who himself/herself as witness.
 “Security” means security in life, body, health, liberty, honour, property or any lawful rights of witness before or at the time or upon becoming witness.
 “Minister” means Minister who is in charge for execution of this Act.

Section 4

 Any claim or acquisition of rights or benefits under this Act shall not limit the rights or benefits of a witness under any other law.

Section 5

 The Prime Minister, Ministers of Defence, Interior, and Justice shall be in charge of enforcement of this Act and, in relations to their respective Ministries, shall have the power to appoint competent officials and issue Ministerial Regulations and notifications for the purposes of the implementation of this Act. 
 Upon the appointment of competent officials, the scope of his powers, duties and limitations thereon for the purpose of carrying out his duties may also be prescribed.
 Ministerial Regulations and notifications shall come into force upon their publication in the Government Gazette.

Chapter 1 : General Provisions
 Section 6
 In the case where witness lose his/her security, competent official for criminal investigation, interrogation, prosecution or Witness Protection Bureau as the case maybe shall design for witness for protection measure as deem appropriate or as witness or person who is with …. For necessary case the said person would …police officer or other official for protection and this must subject to witness’s consent.
 The notifying, procedures, and its termination to be adopted by police officer or relevant official in first paragraph of this Section must comply with the regulation of Police Commissioner-General or head of relevant government agencies as the case maybe.
 Protection measure may also design for safe place for witness, name-family name, domicile, identification, and information that would to identify witness as appropriate and personal status of witness and nature of that criminal case.

 Section 7 
In the case where witness’s wife, husband, ascendant, descendant, or person with close relation to witness, who affected by with the becoming to be witness, would lose security, may request competent official to design or arrange for measure as deem appropriate. Taking into account consent of  said person. 

Part 2: Special Protection Measures

 Section 8 
Witness in the following case may eligible to privilege of special protection measure: 
 (1) case under the law on narcotic drug, money laundering law, anti-corruption law, or customs law;
 (2) case on national security under Criminal Code
 (3) sexual offence under Criminal Code refer to luring people into sexual gratification of other
 (4) criminal offence with organized crime nature under Criminal Code and including any crime committed criminal group with networked welled and complicated nature. 
 (5) case that punishable for 10 years of imprisonment or heavier;
 (6) case that Witness Protection Bureau deemed appropriate to arrange for protection.

 Section 9  
Whenever explicitly revealed circumstance or … that witness loss his/her security, witness or person with close relation to him/her or parties relevant to the case, competent official for investigation, competent official for interrogation, or competent official for criminal case prosecution shall submit to the Minister of Justice or his appointed official may arrange for special protection measure. Witness's consent would be obtained.
 In considering of application under previous paragraph, Minister of Justice and his appointed official shall in speedy manner.  For the circumstance that affected witness's security, the arrangement for special protection measure must be done.
 Submission of application under paragraph 1 and action under paragraph 2 should be in line with principle, procedure, and condition stipulated in Ministerial Regulation.

 Section 10  
Witness Protection Bureau shall arrange the one or more among the following for witness’s special protection measure.
  (1) arrange for new accommodation place.
  (2) expense for daily life for witness, person under his/her patronage for not exceeding 1 year; extension can be made in necessary case for 3 months each time and not exceeding 2 years.
  (3) coordinate with relevant agencies in order to change first name, family name, and information that contribute to know personal identify of witness and including the arrangement for original status.
  (4) act in the way to help witness to have his/her own career and training education and other means of living his/her proper life.
  (5) assist or act on behalf of witness for his/her lawful rights
  (6) arrange for body guard service for the necessary period of time.
  (7) other action to assist and support witness for his/her security as appropriate.
 In acting under prior paragraph, official of relevant agencies must keep it as secret and not lawful to disclose except with authorization of Minister of Justice.

 Section 11 
A case where witness's husband, wife, ascendant, descendant or person with close relation to witness losing their security, with witness's request, special protection measure being arranged for him or her.

 Section 12 
Minister of Justice or his appointed official might ordered for termination of special protection measure as the case maybe under following circumstances.
  (1) witness’s request.
  (2) witness failed to comply with provision of Ministerial Regulation or Rule on special protection measure for witness.
  (3) circumstance changed and there is no more need for special protection measure.
  (4) witness irrationally refuse to give evidence or testify.
  (5) the Court delivered final judgement against witness in a way to punish witness for false testify offence.

Part 3 : Witness Protection Bureau and Prosecution
 Section 13  
It would be Witness Protection Bureau established under the administration of Ministry of Justice.  The Bureau shall dealing with general or specific measure, improper practice.  It includes coordination and arrangement to obtain result among public agencies, private organization, where relevant, with would make protection measure effective under this Act.


 Section 14  
In the case where necessity Ministry of Justice may design for its official who also holds law degree to whom to be empowered for bringing civil action against parties under this Act and notify the Court of the matter.

Part 4: Remuneration and Payment for Witness
 Section 15  
In a case where any right was impaired; life, bodily, health, liberty, honour, property, or other rights of witness.  His or her husband, wife, ascendant, descendant or person with close relation to witness caused by his becoming a witness, he or she is entitled to remuneration as appropriate.
 Remuneration under paragraph 1 would be designed by Ministry of Justice's Rule with the consent of Ministry of Finance.
 In the case where person mentioned in paragraph 1 refused to be protected under provision of Section 6, 7, 9, or 11 as the case maybe, the said person is not entitled to any necessary and appropriate remuneration.

 Section 16  
Injured person under Section 15 or his/her heir might submit to Witness Protection Bureau of claim for lawful rights incurred within 1 year upon the date of know of unlawful act committed.
 Guiding regulations, procedure, and consideration therefore would comply with relevant regulation of the Ministry of Justice.

 Section 17 
When the witness have already give evidence or testified to competent official for investigation, interrogation, or at the Court, he or she eligible for necessary and appropriate remuneration. The details lay down in relevant Ministerial Rule(s) designed by Minister of Justice and with consent of Minister of Finance.  Saving for the case witness don't come or refuse to give evidence or testify.

 Section 18 
Expense incurred for protection of witness himself/herself, his/her husband, wife, ascendant, descendant, or person with close relation to witness shall be born to 

 Section 19 
Fact in the case revealed that without reasonable ground, witness fail to present, testify, give evidence, or final judgment delivered against witness for false testify, perjury. In this circumstance he/she must return or pay compensation have received for under sections 15 or 17 or past cost of witness protection under Section 18 as the case maybe within 30 days from the date ordered of the Witness Protection Bureau was delivered against him or her.
 Payment and return of amount payable to other agencies also follows the provision of prior paragraph should be applied.

Part 5 : Appeals
 Section 20 
Person who the order under sections 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 16, 17 or 19 was delivered against and disagree with may submit an appeal to the Justice Court of First Instance and not Kwaeng court or martial court that have jurisdiction over the case within 30 days from the date he/she acknowledged or should be acknowledged of the said order.
 Appeal under first paragraph of this Section shall be leave that party free from court’s fee.
 Appeal under Section 19 against the Witness Protection Bureau 
 Proceedings of appeal under sections 6, 7, 9, 10, or 12 must be in secret manner and only parties directly to the case might be admit to attend or acknowledged where the court see  appropriate.
 The order must be delivered by the court within 50 days from the date of submission. Only inevitable necessity circumstance the court can extend such period and must be notify that cause in written.

Part 6: Penalties
 Section 21 
Person who disclose information on housing place, name, family name, domicile, photograph of, or other kinds of information to identify for witness, husband, wife, ascendant, descendant, or person with close relation to witness where protection measure was arranged for under sections 6, 7, 10 or 11 with likely to lose security shall be punished with term of imprisonment for not exceeding 1 year or fine not exceeding 20,000 Baht or both.
 Whoever acts under paragraph 1 that caused injury bodily or mentally, shall be punished with term of imprisonment for not exceeding 2 years or fine not exceeding 40,000 Baht or both.
 Whoever, act under paragraph 1 that caused to dead, shall be punished with term of imprisonment for not exceeding 7 years or fine not exceeding 140,000 Baht or both.

 Section 22 
Whoever act under section 21 with intend to cause the person under the said section lose his or her security shall be punishable a 1/2 heavier for the punishment to under that section.

 Section 23 
Whoever acts, to harm person for that fact that the said injured person become  a witness to the case himself/herself, his/her husband, wife, ascendant, descendant, or person with close relation, under the relevant section lose his or her security shall be punishable a 1/2 heavier for the punishment to under that section.


Countersigned by

Pol. Col. Thaksin Shinwatra
Prime Minister

