
Pakistan's Statement

#=Jlj.=-Jldilllf-"
ai lslJ4il I la-.=;3$Jlc e)*,, I I

Statement by Mr. lftikhar Ahmed

Head of Delegation of Pakistan

The phenomenon of migrat ion is as old as the hi l ls.  l t  has evolved through history and
generat ions to i ts present form in modern age. Migrat ion impl ies contr ibut ion and thus
progress and we need to manage it, not deter it.

Migrat ion management has become complex and dynamic owing to the dynamic and
complex nature of cr ime - cr ime has become transnat ional as wel l  as organized.

Pakistan is a source, transi t ,  and dest inat ion of migrat ion -  both in legal as wel l  as i l legal

sphere; owing to i ts geo-strategic posit ion. whi lst ,  Pakistan encourages legal migrat ion and

travel abroad; Pakistan has laid special  emphasis in administrat ive, legislat ive and law

enforcement sphere to stop i l legal movement of people from and to Pakistan, in unison

wi th  o ther  count r ies  and in te rna t iona l /UN organ iza t ion  a t  a l l  leve ls .

The s teps  taken by  Pak is tan  to  address  the  issue o f  i l l ega l  immgra t ion  are  :

M R P

Pak is tan  has  ins t i tu ted  Mach ine  Readab le  Passpor ts  (MRPs)  and most  o f  the
passport  holders of Pakistan, possess MRP. This is in l ine with The Internat ional

Standards of Permit  Regimes. Pakistan Embassies abroad have also been

author ised  to  i ssue MRPs and about  a  dozen o f  them even have the  capac i i t y  to

issue MRPs on the  spot .

P ISCES

Persona l  Indent i f i ca t ion  Secure  Compar ison and Eva lua t ion  Sys tem (PISCES)  has

been ins ta l led  by  Government  o f  Pak is tan  a t  a l l  en t ry /ex i t  po in ts  in  Pak is tan  to

record  the  movement  o f  peoo le .



Pakistan has establ ished the Inter-agency Task Force, comprising of the law

enforcement agencies, deal ing with border managemant in di f ferent aspects.
The Inter-agency Task Force intercepts and apprehends the intending migrants,

ready to cross Pakistan's borders i l legal ly.  l t  was created in 2006 and in the year

2OO7 and 2008, more than 10.000 such intending migrants have been

apprehended each year .

PACHTO

Pakistan was earl ier regulat ing the immigrat ion issue under an Act Promulgated

in 1979. However, in year 2005, "Prevention and Control of Human Trafficking

Ordinance" (PACHTO) was promulgated. The ordinance addresses the issue of

trafficking in persons. The traffickers/agents are penalised, whilst, the trafficked
persons are treated as vict ims.

NAP

Pak is tan  fo rmula ted  a  Nat iona l  Ac t ion  P lan  (NAP)  in  2005.  l t  cons iders  th ree  Ps ,

as given below :

Prevent ion ;

Prosecut ion ;  and

Protect ion

Whilst ,  the f i rst  two Ps are dealt  with,  by the administrat ive and legislat ive

measures; the protect ion part  is covered under the NAP. On this area, the

government  o f  Pak is tan  has  es tab l i shed she l te r  homes fo r  women and ch i ld ren

across  Pak is tan .  Such she l te r  homes are  opera ted  by  Government  o f  Pak is tan ,

i t se l f  as  we l l  as  w i th  ass is tance f rom lOM.

Pak is tan  has  a lso  in i t ia ted  many b i la te ra l  and mul t i la te ra l  in i t ia t i ves .  Pak is tan ,  l ran ,  Turkey

and Greece have a  quadr i la te ra l  agreement  in  i l l ega l  immigra t ion .  Pak is tan ,  l ran ,  and UAE

have a  t r i - la te ra l  g roup to  dea l  w i th  th is  menace.  "Duba i  Process"  and UNODC in i t ia ted  "Tr i -

angu lar  In i t ia t i ve"  a re  some o f  the  in te rna t iona l  measures  to  th is  e f fec t .  In  "Duba i  Process" ,

Canada and G-8  count r ies  have vowed to  p rov ide  Afghan is tan  and Pak is tan  necessary
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assistance in sett ing up bio-metr ic system, repl icat ing and compatible to Pakistan's

biometr ic border control  system at Pakistan-Afghanistan border.  This wi l l ,  def ini tely

reduce/check i l legal immigrat ion from this region.

There is an incident worth quot ing; in which over 100 Afghanistan nat ionals crossed (22OO

long and porous) Pakistan-Afghanistan border in a container and 45 of them lost their  l ives

due to suffocat ion. They were bound for Malaysia, lndonesia and Austral ia.  They were

treated and handed over to Afghanistan Government on their  request.

For Pakistan the area of concern is Pakistan-lran-Turkey-Greece-Spain region as 60% of

i l legal immigrat ion from Pakistan has taken place from this route.

Recent ly the Indonesia, Malaysia, Austral ia region has been a target/route of the traf f ickers.

These traff ickers take i l legal intending immigrants to some transi t  country on val id/genuine

travel documents. From there, they go to country of dest inat ion, i l legal ly by sea or air .

Since push factors l ike poverty,  i l l i teracy, natural  calamit ies, law and order si tuat ion, health

problems, war,  etc,  force people to go for greener pastures abroad where the pul l  factors

l ike better pay, health,  social  and educat ional opportunit ies attract them; there is a need to

inves t  in  such sec tors  in  deve lop ing  and leas t  deve loped count r ies .


