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H.E.  Co-Cha i rs ,  Lad ies  and  Gent lemen

I  am gratefu l  to  the Min is t ry  o f  Fore ign Af fa i rs  o f  the Republ ic  o f

Indonesia,  Aust ra l ian Government  and In ternt ional  Organizat ion for

Migrat ion ( lOM) in  Jakar ta  to  ar range th is  program ( the f i rs t  ad hoc group

meet ing) .  As you know Afghanis tan has faced three decades of  conf l ic ts

and the conf l i c ts  s t i l l  i s  cont inu ing in  Afghan is tan.  In  the war  t ime many

Afghans have migrated to  ne ighbors Pakis tan,  l ran,  Eastern and Western

countr ies.  Th is  process is  s t i l l  in  cont inu ing.  The cases of  immigrants

depend on economical  and secur i ty  in  Afghanis tan.  As you know the

present condit ion of Afghanistan in South and East is not secure for

c i t izens.

During my duty and staying in Jakarta, several Afghan legal and i l legal

refugees come to Jakarta then they decide to go to Austral ia ahd other

countr ies. But, unfortunately some of them were arrested by immigrat ion

and local pol ice. They are under custody or in jai l  or detention in dif ferent

prov inces of  the Republ ic  o f  lndonesia.

The IOM repor ts  there are many Afghans and among of  them are l raq i ,

Pak is tan i ,  l ran ian and Myanmar re fugees.  They are coming under  name of

Afghan c i t izens and they a lso want  to  go to  Aust ra l ia  but  a f ter  they are

arrested in  Indonesia under  custody of  po l ice and immigrat ion of f ices.
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Up  to  now abo i r t  fou r  hundred-seven ty  (a70)  peop le  have  been  depor ted
/  f rom Jakar ta  back  to  A fghan is tan  us ing  temporary  documents .  Th is

p rocess  i s  s t i l l  con t inu ing  by  Embassy  o f  the  l s lamic  RepLrb l i c  o f

A fghan is tan  in  Jakar ta .

fhe  sources  o f  i l l ega l  t rans fo rmat ion  by  A fghan  re fugees  t rave l  to  Jakar ta

are  no t  c lea r .  They  a re  no t  su re  wh ich  ne twork  has  a r ranged .  The i r  t rave l
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As lam Ambassador  o f  the  l s lamic  Repub l i c  o f  A fghan is tan  in  Jakar ta  such

k ind  ev idence concerns  me.  From wh ich  po in ts  o f  the  Repub l ic  o f

lndones ia  ask  about  the  cond i t ions  o f  A fghan re fugees.  Where  they  are?

Maybe in  the  fo res t  o r  sunk  in  the  sea or  a r res ted  by  po l i ce  and

immigra t ion  o f f i ces .  We announced o f f i c ia l l y  tha t  severa l  t imes our

Government  i s  p revent ing  Afghans f rom coming to  the  Repub l ic  o f

Indones ia .  I  hope  in  th i s  summi t  i n  Ba l i  w i l l  p rov ide  be t te r  cond i t i ons  fo r

Afghan re fugees.  We do no t  hear  aga in  o f  the i r  vo ices  f rom ja i l ,

de ten t ion ,  fo res t  and seas .

I  hope in  th is  meet ing  the  dra f ts  any  lega l  ac ts  any  be  usefu l  fo r  A fghan

re fugees and o ther  count r ies .

Thank you fo r  your  a t ten t ion .

Bissmi l lah Bissmi l

Ambassador  o f  ls lamic Republ ic  o f  Afghanis tan.


