
MATRIX ONE: GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
KEY 
 
UNHCR United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
IOM  International Organisation for Migration 
NGO  Non Government Organisation 
INGO  International Non Government Organisation 
 
In relation to “Transnational Organized Crime Convention and Protocols” column 
S = Signed 
R = Ratified 
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NOTABLE 
SUCCESS 

SUGGESTED 
FURTHER 
ACTION 

KEY 
PARTNERSHIP

S 



Y   S/R S/
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Criminalised 
 
Anti-Trafficking Act  
of 2002  
 
Also covers people 
smuggling but there is 
no legal definition of 
people smuggling.  
 
People smuggling 
offences include: 
  
- To produce, print, 

issue or distribute 
unissued, 
tampered or fake 
counselling 
certificates, 
registration 
certificates and 
stickers as proof 
of compliance 
with government 
regulatory and 
pre-departure 
requirements; 

- To assist in the 
conduct of 
misrepresentation 
or fraud for 
purposes of 
facilitating the 
acquisition of 
clearances and 
necessary exit 
documents from 
government 
agencies that are 
mandated to 
provide pre-
departure 
registration and 
services for 
departing 
persons; 

 
 

Criminalised 
 
Anti-Trafficking Act 
of 2002 
 
Trafficking in persons 
shall refer to: 
- the recruitment, 

transportation, 
transfer, 
provision, 
harbouring, 
receipt or 
obtaining, of a 
person, with or 
without the 
victim’s consent 
or knowledge, by 
means of the 
threat or use of 
force or other 
forms of 
coercion, of 
abduction, of 
fraud, of 
deception, of the 
abuse of power or 
of a position of 
vulnerability or 
the giving or 
receiving of 
payments or 
benefits to 
achieve the 
consent of a 
person having 
control over 
another person, 
for the purpose of 
prostitution, or 
other forms of 
sexual 
exploitation or 
abuse, forced 
labour or 
services, slavery 
or practices 
similar to slavery, 

 Ensure that 
information 
sharing in the 
region is 
integrated and 
coordinated, not 
ad-hoc and 
intermittent 
 
Harmonise 
information 
systems and 
infrastructure, 
particularly in 
communication 
and information 
technology 
between and 
among states 
 
Train the region 
in technical 
knowledge  
 
Need countries 
to strictly 
enforce their 
immigration 
polices and laws 
to discourage 
human 
trafficking 
 
Strong 
cooperation 
between and 
among countries 
is necessary in 
eliminating pt 
 
Need strict 
adherence to 
international, 
regional, 
multilateral and 
bilateral 
agreements 
against human 

Key partnerships 
- ASEAN 

Meeting of 
Directors-
General of 
Immigration 
Departments 
and Heads of 
Consular 
Affairs 
Division of the 
Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs 
(and other 
relates ASEAN 
activities)  

- Asia-Europe 
Meeting 
Action Plan to 
Combat 
Trafficking in 
Women and 
Children 

- A Coalition 
Against 
Trafficking in 
Human Beings 
in the 
Philippines 
(UNODCCP) – 
to facilitate 
information 
exchange 
through regular 
coordinating 
conferences 
and sign 
procedures to 
ensure the 
security and 
confidentiality 
in the 
transmission 
and utilisation 
of shared date 



 involuntary 
servitude, debt 
bondage, or the 
removal of body 
organs. 

 
In addition, people 
trafficking offences 
include:  
- to undertake tours 

and travel plans 
consisting of 
tourism packages 
or activities 
utilising and 
offering persons 
for prostitution; 

- to lease or 
sublease any 
dwelling house 
for the purpose of 
prostitution, 
forced labour and 
slavery like 
practices; 

- to produce, print, 
issue or distribute 
unissued, 
tampered or fake 
counselling 
certificates, 
registration 
certificates and 
stickers as proof 
of compliance 
with government 
regulatory and 
pre-departure 
requirements; 

- to advertise, 
publish, print or 
distribute or cause 
that 
advertisement, 
publication, 
printing, 
broadcasting, or 
distribution of 

trafficking 
 
Agreements in 
the field of law 
enforcement and 
prosecution to 
be negotiated to 
facilitate 
unhampered 
investigation of 
human 
trafficking cases 
 
Need access to 
pieces of 
evidence located 
in other 
countries taking 
into 
consideration 
UN protocols  
 
Need to 
encourage 
victims to testify 
against their 
perpetrators in 
the country of 
origin and 
destination 
therefore need 
agreement with 
regard to 
protection of 
victims to 
include 
provisions for 
legal and 
financial 
assistance 



any brochure, 
flyer or any 
propaganda 
material, 
including 
information 
technology, like 
the internet, that 
promotes 
trafficking in 
persons through 
marriage or other 
similar 
relationships with 
foreign nationals; 

- to assist in the 
conduct of 
misrepresentation
s or fraud for 
purposes of 
facilitating the 
acquisition of 
clearances and 
necessary exit 
documents from 
government 
agencies that are 
mandated to 
provide pre-
departure 
registration and 
services for 
departing 
persons; 

- to facilitate, assist 
and help in the 
exit and entry of 
persons from/to 
the country at 
international and 
local airports, and 
seaports who are 
in possession of 
unissued, 
tampered or fake 
travel documents; 

- to confiscate the 
passport, travel 



documents and 
other personal 
documents of 
trafficked persons 
to prevent them 
from leaving the 
country or 
seeking redress 
from the 
government or 
appropriate 
agencies 

 


